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Cornell Note Taking

Topic:

4 3 2

100 94 85 76 65 55 44

>= 80 on open-notes content test 56-79 on open-notes content test 35-55 on open-notes content test

• Use of space shows 
hierarchical 
organization of ideas

• Main ideas are distinct 
from supporting details

• Notes are sufficiently 
elaborated

• Good questions at 
various levels cover all 
material for study.

• Each page has an 
abstract in standard 
English covering page 
content

• Notes may have been 
revised and updated 

• Use of space shows 
organization of ideas, 
but may be 
inconsistent

• Overly detailed notes 
diminishes value as 
study aide

• Questions are of 
inconsistent quality 
and do not cover all 
material.

• Adequate abstract of 
content on each page.

• Use of space does not 
support hierarchical 
organization of ideas, but 
some basic effort to 
organize is evident.

• Notes appear as lists or 
blocks of text.

• Few elements copied 
verbatim from source.

• Notes not elaborated 
enough.

• Questions cover most 
material, but are mostly 
lower level or poorly 
constructed.

• Abstracts are overly brief.

• Notes are just 
undifferentiated lists or 
blocks of text without 
organizing principle.

• Extensive copying verbatim
from source.

• Serious omissions or gaps.
• Severely limited questions.
• Missing abstracts.

A complete outline of source without 
questions or abstracts yields score of 
44.


